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e BRS, BIP petitioners
» question delay and seek
scrutiny of MLAs’ conduct
o Telangana Legislature
defends Speaker's
decision’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD -

HAIRDRESSING

THE Telangana High Court. on
Thursday heard nine writ petitions

lenging the Speakers decision to
reject petitions seeking disqualifica-
tion of 10 BRS legislators who joined
the Congress without resigning
from the pink party. :
A division bench comprising
Chief Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh
~ and Justice Ghouse Meera Mohiud-
din heard the petitions. Senior coun-
sel Gandra Mohan Rao appeared for
the petitioners, while P Akhileshwar
represented the Telangana Legisla-
ture.
~The "petitioners questioned the
manner and speed with which the
disqualification proceedings were

IS Ny

earlier proceedings before the Su-

filed by BRS and BJP MLAs chal-"

handled: Their counsel referred to ;

preme Court, where directions were °

issued to the Speaker to decidg thexdis=.
qualification petitions' within'a specified ™

period. They argued'that déspite these

directions, the proceedings were delayed. -

The petitioners cited meetings between
the defected MLAs and Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy, public statements by
some legislators that they continued with
the Congress, and their participation in
Congress programmes. They argued that
such conduct was relevant to determining
whether the MLAs had voluntarily given
up their BRS membership. A

The court was also taken through elec-
tion records, newspaper reports, photo-
graphs and social media posts submit-

ted before the Speaker. The petitioners

particularly referred to Danam Nagen-

“der, who contested the 2024 Lok Sabha

election on a Congress ticket while con-
tinuing as a BRS MLA. Election records

showed that he ‘contested against a BRS

candidate.

The petitioners argued that “voluntarily
giving up membership” under the Tenth
Schedule is wider than formally resign-
ing from a political party. They contended
thata member’s conduct and surrounding

 on 10.BRS MLAS" disgualification

PRIy

circumstances could establish that mem-
bership had been given up. Contesting

an election on another party’s ticket was

cited as one such circumstance.
The Telangana Legislature defended the

Speaker’s decision, arguing that merely -

contesting a Parliament election on an-
other party’s ticket does not, by itself,

amount to voluntarily giving up member- -

ship of the party from which the person
was elected as an MLA. It maintained that
contesting a Lok Sabha election while re-
maining an Assembly member is not pro-
‘hibited by the Constitution, :

The respondents said the Speaker had
examined the pleadings and evidence and
found that the material did not establish
voluntary relinquishment of BRS mem-
bership.

The hearing also focused on the alleged
delay in the disqualification proceedings.
The petitioners argued that the Speaker
had a constitutional duty to indepen-
dently examine the facts and uphold the
purpose of the Tenth Schedule. -

The case centres on whether the Speak-
er correctly applied the: anti-defection
law and whether the material produced
by the petitioners was sufficient to estab-
lish that the MLAs had voluntarily given
up their BRS membership. The bench
adjourned the matter to' August 17 for
further hearing. LS
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VISIT VISA

VISA AVAILABLE
USA 78,000/-
CANADA 68,000/
AUSTRALIA 68,000/
NEW ZEALAND 68,000/-
U.K.&IRELAND 68,000/
SCHENGEN 68,000/

WORLD ACCESS TOURS
Masab Tank: HYD

4919397893224

ANANNTHA LAW COLLEGE

{Approved by TGCHE & BC/ — Affiliated to Osmania University)
# 3-5-5/2, SUMITRA NAGAR, VIVEKANANDA NAGAR COLONY,
KUKATPALLY, HYDERABAD Ph : 040 - 23066223 / 9515626245/ 46

LL.B. (3 YDC) 180

ADMISSION NOTIFICATION FOR CATEGORY - B (20%) SEATS FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2026-27
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for the AY 2026-27 on or before 25.08.2026 as per details below:
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